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SUBJECT: US-USSR ARMS CONTROL WORKING GROUP ON RADIOLOGICAL 
WEAPONS AND NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION: NEUTRON BOMB ISSUE 

1 . SUMMARY: POR FIRST TIME, SOVIET SIDE PROPOSED TODAY TO 
INCLUDE NEUTRON BOMB WITHIN PROHIBITION OF RADIOLOGICAL 
WEAPONS CONVENTION. US SIDE REJECTED SOVIET PROPOSAL. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. FOURTH MEETING OF THIRD ROUND OF US-USSR ARMS CONTROL 
WORKING GROUP ON RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS (RW) AND NEW MASS 
DESTRUCTION WEAPONS(MDW) WAS HELD ON OCTOBER 6 AT SOVIET 
MISSION. AMBASSADOR LIKHATCHEV (HEAD OP SOVIET DEL) SAID 
HE WOULD LIKE TO COMPLETE SOVIET PRESENTATION ON RW JOINT 
INITIATIVE AND TURNED TO "ARTICLE 2" (US ILLUSTRATIVE ELEMENT 
2) WHICH DEALS WITH THE DEPINITION OP RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS. 

HE REITERATED UNDERSTANDING AT PREVIOUS ROUND THAT THE 

RW CONVENTION SHOULD NOT APPLY TO "EXPLOSIVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS". 

HE THEN SAID THAT THERE ARE NUCLEAR DEVICES THAT ONE MAY CONSIDER 
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AS RW AND CITED AS AN EXAMPLE A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVISE IN 
WHICH THE MAIN QUANTITY OP ENERGY IS EMITTED IN THE FORM OF 
POWERFUL NEUTRON RADIATION. HE SAID THAT IS PRECISELY THIS 
TYPE OF DEVICE THAT IS MEANT WHEN ONE REPERS TO THE NEUTRON 
BOMB OR ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPON. HE SAID THE NATURE OP THE 
RADIOLOGICAL EPPECT AND HARMPUL GENETIC EPFECT ON HUMANS WOULD 
BE THE SAME WHETHER PRODUCED BY RW OR THE NEUTRON BOMB. HE 
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SAID THAT RW CONVENTION PROVIDES CHANCE TO ERECT AN EEEECTIVE 
BARRIER TO THE NEUTRON BOMB AND PROPOSED THAT "NUCLEAR 
NEUTRON WEAPONS" (NEUTRON BOMB) BE INCLUDED IN THE DEFINITION 
OE RW. LIKHATCHEV HANDED OVER REVISED SOVIET DRAET RW CONVENTION 
TEXT WHICH INCORPORATED SOVIET PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE NEUTRON BOMB 
IN PROHIBITION. 

3. AMBASSADOR FISHER (HEAD OF U.S. DEL) RESPONDED THAT THE 
SO-CALLED NEUTRON BOMB IS CLEARLY A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
AND PRESENTED RATIONALE WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS RW. 

HE NOTED THAT THE US SIDE HAS BEEN PROCEEDING ON THE BASIS 

THAT RW CONVENTION WOULD NOT INCLUDE NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES 
AND STATED THAT SOVIET PROPOSAL REGARDING NEUTRON BOMB IS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO US SIDE. HE SAID WITH THIS UNDERSTOOD THE US 
SIDE WAS PREPARED TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS ON RW ON OCTOBER 1 1 
AND INTENDED TO TURN TO ILLUSTRATIVE ELEMENT NUMBER SIX 
(VERIEICATION AND CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE) AT THAT TIME. 

4. LIKHATCHEV ASKED US TO STUDY THE PROPOSALS PUT EORWARD, 

TODAY BY THE SOVIET SIDE. FISHER RESPONDED THAT HIS STATEMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO NEUTRON BOMB REMAINS UNCHANGED. LIKHATCHEV 
ASKED IF THIS MEANT US WOULD NOT STUDY SOVIET PROPOSAL. EISHER 
REPLIED THAT US SIDE WILL STUDY SOVIET PROPOSAL. HE SAID 

THAT US POSITIVE REACTION TO RW HAD BEEN BASED ON UNDERSTANDING 
THAT ALL NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES WERE EXCLUDED, AND PROSPECTS 
EOR ANY CHANGE IN THE US POSITION ARE DIM. 
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5. DETAILED REPORT OP MEETING WILL POLLOW. 

6. COMMENT: US DEL HAD NO INDICATION IN ADVANCE THAT 
SOVIETS INTENDED TO CHANGE THEIR POSITION ON THE 
DEPINITION OP RW TO INCLUDE ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS. 

IT IS UNCLEAR AT THIS POINT WHETHER SOVPETS WILL HOLD 

TO THEIR PROPOSAL EOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES IN CONTEXT OP 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST NEUTRON BOMB. IN ANY EVENT, US DEL INTENDS 
TO COUPLE OCTOBER 1 1 PRESENTATION ON ILLUSTRATIVE ELEMENT 
NUMBER 6 (VERIEICATION) WITH DEFINITIVE REJECTION OF 
SOVIET PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE NEUTRON BOMB IN RW PROHIBITION. 
SORENSON 
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